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Poor Ronnie

By RON WALLACE

A visit to
Theatre Aurora

| spent December 4 at Theatre Aurora watching,
along with a sold-out audience of kids, "You're a Good
Man, Charlie Brown".

Like the rest of the audience, | was moved by the
show, which was in its final week, and highly recom-
mend it.

It was a birthday gift for my now seven-year-old
granddaughter, Mikayla, who said she also enjoyed
the show.

For the youngster, accompanied by her grandmoth-
er, my wife Patricia, it was her first trip to the Theatre,
and with any luck, it won't be her last.

I met up with Big Brothers Big Sisters of York
Development and Events Coordinator Mary Lynn
Stevenson who reminded me of what the Factory
Theatre used to be: a factory. My mind raced back
almost 40 years, when | was given a tour of what was
once a cement factory. It may have been constructed
from cement but that's also what it made, concrete
blocks.

On their website - www.theatreaurora.com - it
notes a bit about its history:

In 1973, The Aurora Drama Workshop amalgamat-
ed with The Aurora Musical Theatre Society to form
Theatre Aurora (the Factory Theatre).The following
year, the Town of Aurora offered a lease on a one-time
cement factory at 150 Henderson Drive; and, through
the efforts of Theatre Aurora's members and patrons
extensive renovations and modifications were made
transforming it into a theatre.

There were more changes made in 1980, with a
new foyer and raised seating additions. In 1999, the
current seats were installed in the theatre. By 20083,
Theatre Aurora became a Registered Charity.

In 2005, with the support of the Ontario Trillium
Foundation, Theatre Aurora moved into the 21st cen-
tury, adding a full HVAC system, a sprinkler system
and increasing its lighting and sound capacity. This
allowed Theatre Aurora to expand its season and add
a summer show to the slate.

During the 2007/2008 season, Theatre Aurora, now
50 years old, honoured its past by surveying all its
members and patrons to find out which of the multi-
tude of shows that were performed over the last 49
years they would like to see again.

Theatre Aurora, in August 2007, honoured local
media, specifically Dick lllingworth. On April 3, 2008,
the Town of Aurora mayor presented TA's President
Anne Currie-O'Brien with a commemorative plaque for
its contribution to Aurora.

Today, the old is balanced with the new as TA
mounts shows that are more than 70 years old.

Once TA was a cement block factory, but today it
inches closer to becoming a state of the art facility -
with a newly paved parking lot, wheelchair seating,
154 comfortable theatre seats, a full proscenium
stage, new lighting, audio and video equipment, and
full heating and air conditioning unit. My only regret is
that in 2007-2008, the patrons didn't pick "The Odd
Couple" as one of the multitude of shows they wanted
to see again.

| played "Speed" in that show that starred Graham
Constantine as Oscar. Graham, | see by the info hand-
ed out Sunday, is a big wig on the theatre directorship.
If he was there Sunday, | didn't see him.

On the other hand, maybe the patrons did pick "The
Odd Couple", and they just neglected to tell me about
it.
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Participants in the Pine Tree Potters Guild's Empty
Bowls fundraiser are pictured above with their
products and crafts ahead of the event. The event
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raised $15,000 for local charities.

Soup and bread created
hope: event chair

To the editor,

'Empty Bowls' events are
held by potters in towns
across North America, in an
effort to relieve homeless-
ness and hunger. These
events are a great example
of vibrant communities in
action.

On behalf the committee, |
would like to express our
gratitude to each and every
person who participated in
Aurora's Pine Tree Potters
Guild's 2011 Empty Bowls
Event held on November
24th in the Aurora Cultural
Centre.

The staff at the Centre
could not have been more
accommodating. The many
volunteers, both from our
guild and others who were
affiliated with us, did a won-
derful job with the many
tasks which were relevant to
our fundraiser.

Particularly, | would like to
thank the chefs, restaurants
and bakers who donated and
served their signature soups
and bread to all 300 who
came for lunch or dinner,
Meridian Credit Union for a
much appreciated grant and
Tuckers' Pottery Supplies for
donating a portion of the clay
that was used for bowl mak-

ing.

Seniors duplicate
bridge results

November 28, 2011:

N/S
1st - Arend and Bev
Vanderwiel
2nd - Carole Bell and Nan
McLean
3rd - Lucille Sequeira and
Dave Legallais

EW
1st - Marion Warburton and
Noreen Hashem
2nd - Ed Werenich and Joe
Badali
3rd - Jeannine Mackie and
Melody Irving

December 5, 2011:

N/S
1st - Carole Bell and Nan
McLean
2nd - Sandra Davey and
Sylvia Thompson
3rd - Bernie o'Brien and Mary
Oglalnby

E/W
1st - Don Newman and
Murray Sinclair
2nd - Suzanne Nunn and
Shirley Laurin
3rd - Rosemary Nichols and
Jean Bongard
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Thanks also to Sara
Stevens for donating the flo-
ral arrangements, Roger
Whitnall and Dave Parsons
for their contribution of great
piano music and to the staff
at the ACC and Reza, owner
of Vic's Shoe Repair, for
cheerfully selling the tickets.

And lastly, thank you to
the members of our guild
who made and donated over
500 soup bowls from which
our patrons ate then took
home as a reminder that 'not
everyone has a full bowl
each day'. The event was an
overwhelming success, rais-
ing $15,000 to be shared by
the York Region Food
Network and  Aurora's
"Welcoming Arms" located

100 s of
LIGHTING

on Metcalfe Street, just
behind  Trinity  Anglican
Church.

The participating
restaurants and bakery were:

HIDEA®

Fred's Bread
Jan's Country Pantry
Pine Farms Orchard
The Roving Chef
Maunder's Food Shop
Bijoy's Restaurant
Scorpion Mediterranean
Bar and Giill

Aw Shucks
Oakland Hall Inn
Gabriel's Café
Graystones Restaurant
Jonathan's Fine Foods
Nature's Emporium
Edward Street Bistro
Art Cures Inc.
Aqua Giill
Annalisa Asian

Fusion Cuisine
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Sheena Griffith, Chair,
2011 Empty Bowls Event
by Pine Tree Potters' Guild

...from everyone at Sorley & Still



